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Mike was born in Rockford, Illinois.  At the ripe age of 5, Mike knew he didnôt want to be a ñFlatlander.ò  

His family moved from Rockford to Ridgeway, Wisconsin, which is 40 miles west of Madison.  All 12 

years of schooling were in the same building.  When he was a senior, there were 62 kids in the high school 

and 15 in his graduating class.  He graduated from PU (Platteville University) in 1965 with a Bachelorôs 

Degree in Teaching.  He has since acquired a Masterôs equivalent in broad field social studies.   

 

Mike began his teaching career in a small town 40 miles north of Green Bay named Coleman.  He taught 

World and U. S. History to freshman and juniors.  He also coached boys JV basketball for four years and 

one year as boys Varsity basketball coach. 

 

Mikeôs first car was a black 1965 Chevrolet Impala Super Sport with a 396 engine.  I had $300 of my own 

money and borrowed $3,000 from the Barneveld bank.  I thought I was going to be in debt for the rest of 

my life.  When Todd and I go to car shows, I always look for 1965 Chevrolet Impala Super Sports.  Todd 

always comments when we see one what a ñboatò I used to drive. 

MADISON, WI 
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My first experience with a Corvette was in 1968 when I purchased my first Corvette Stingray with a 427 

engine.  Of course it was YELLOW.  Unfortunately, we had to trade it in for a 1972 Pontiac Lemans.  This 

was six days before Todd was born. 

 

In 1969 I was introduced to Mary by a mutual friend.  A year later, Mary and I were married at St. Ber-

nardôs in Madison.  We are celebrating our 40th Wedding Anniversary this summer.  Mikeôs uncle said that 

the only reason she married me was because of my car.  Mary actually admitted later on that she married 

me because of my muscular bronzed body.  Now she keeps asking how come my chest has slipped to my 

belly. 

 

After we were married, Mike took a middle school social studies position in Waunakee.  He taught there for 

36 years.  Do the math.  Mikeôs teaching career lasted for 41 years.  He also coached boyôs basketball first 

at the freshman level and then moved to eighth grade the last 33 years.  He also coached girlôs basketball 

for 20 years.  Now he enjoys coaching Special Olympics basketball.  It is very rewarding. 

 

Mike retired four years ago.  He enjoys getting up in the morning, going to the doggy park with our Choco-

late Lab and walking 3 miles.  He and Buddy come home and keep an eye out for dust bunnies. 

 

I got the bug to get another Corvette in the spring of 2003.  I knew that I wanted the same era as my original 

one.  Todd and I actually joined the club before we even had a car.  Todd spotted my present ó73 at 

ñCorvetteôs on the Isthmus.ò  We took it for a trial spin and then went home and made sure that Mary went 

out for a ride in it the next day.  We had it checked over by one of our mechanics.  He thought it was in 

great shape and the rest is history.   

 

Mary was born and raised on the north side of Mad City.  I attended St. Bernardôs Grade School on Atwood 

Avenue.  I graduated from Madison East High School.  I took Religious Studies at Edgewood College and 

have worked in various capacities at St. Bernardôs including Parish Council President.  See where Todd got 

his aspirations of being a president.  Music is a favorite pastime of mine.  I joined the St. Bernard Adult 

Choir in 1976 and am still singing to this day.  I assist the choir director in the selection of music for the 

season and also act as choir librarian.   

 

I began my career in state service at the Department of Revenue.  I worked there for 7 years.  I then took 

some time off to be a stay at home mom.  Mike and I have three sons.  Todd (who you all know), Chad and 

Shane (who some of you have met at the chili bowl).  We also have a daughter-in-law, April, who is mar-

ried to Chad.   

 

Eight years ago we adopted our fourth boy, Buddy, our Chocolate Lab. 

 
At present I work for the Public Service Commission.  I have been with the Commission for 32years.  I am 

getting the bug to retire but Mike starts creating a cleaning schedule for he and I, and I am up again at 4:15 

a.m. to go back to work. 
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I became interested in a Corvette when I sat in a YELLOW Corvette in Ballwegôs showroom.  Itôs the club 

membersô fault.  You all told me how good I looked in it.  The first time I turned the key was when I drove 

it home.  I canôt believe I did it.  Neither can Mike or the rest of my family.  One of our neighbors calls it 

ñYellow Bird.ò  I enjoy riding in it especially with the top out, which is really ironic.  When Mike had his 

first Vette, I never wanted the tops out.  It would mess up my hair.  Now hair be damned. 

 

Weôve really enjoyed being members of the club and getting a chance to meet such a great group of people 
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Dinner Run 

 
Join us on Sunday, July 11th as we take a scenic drive to a restaurant for cocktails and dinner. We will be-
gin in Oregon in the parking lot of People's United Methodist Church, 103 N. Alpine Parkway; meeting at 
2:30 p.m., leaving at 3:00. Dinner choices are Roast Prime Rib, 4 pc. Broasted Chicken, 7 oz. Filet, Fried 
Shrimp or Broiled Cod. All include a baked potato, tossed salad, fresh baked rolls, coffee or iced tea, tax & 
gratuity. The cost per person is $21.00. The restaurant needs to know how many will be attending so 
please RSVP to us by July 1st. 

    
Frank & Chris Weitzel     873-6058        fcweitzel@charter.net 
  

Dinner and Dessert Run 

 

Join us on Saturday, July 31 for a short drive to Cimarolliôs for dinner and then take a short scenic drive to 

Merrimac for dessert at our cottage on Lake Wisconsin.  Meet at 2:30 in the rest area just north of Exit 115 

on the Interstate, depart at 3:00.  Cimarolliôs is opening early for us and will allow you to order off the 

menu.   

Contact Don and Jane Bailey at 836-7802 or djbaile@aol.com 

   

   

   

   

   
 

 

 

On behalf of all the club members in Mad City Vettes, thank you to both our outgoing Secretary, Phyllis 

Buskager and incoming Secretary, Stacy Mael.  Phyllis is not leaving the club, just taking her leave as Secre-

tary out of necessityðgood luck in your new endeavor!  Stacy will be taking over the duties of Club Secretary 

for the remainder of 2010.  Again, thanks to you both! 

 

Pete Hill 

President, Mad City Vettes 

mailto:fcweitzel@charter.net
http://ssomail.charter.net/do/mail/message/mailto?to=djbaile%40aol.com
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Do you have an article you want to have 

appear in the newsletter?  If so, please submit 

it in final form to Pete Hill by the Saturday 

following the club meeting.  You can send 

your article via email to: gs884@charter.net 

or 

Call Pete at 608-837-0625 

Board of Directors 

President:  Pete Hill 

Vice President:  Jack Hart 

Secretary:  Phyllis Buskager 

Treasurer:  Kathy Stark 

Governor:  Tony Walla 

 

Committee Chairs 

Membership:  Sandy Van Kleeck 

Events Coordinator:   Beth Hartzheim 

Newsletter Editor:  Pete Hill 

Webmaster:  Vacant 

Community Relations:  Vacant 

 

          NEED TO UPDATE YOUR                               

                   INFORMATION? 
 

If any of your personal information has changed, 

please let me know so I can update the members 

list. Things like your phone numbers, your email 

address, any part of your address that might 

change or a different car. And let me know if I can 

email the members list to you. It is an Excel file 

and it is now on letter size to make it easy to print. 

Thanks for your help!  Sandy Van Kleeck ï mem-

bership, (608)424-6263 or vankleecks@wwdb.org 

  

**Answer to the Question** 

 
For those who attended the June general membership meeting, youôll know what this means.  For the rest 

of you, sorry, youôll just have to guess and come to our meetings! 

 

It was our 51st movie; Badger drive-in; cost $3.00 per ticket; and it was a double feature, ñMeatballsò and 

ñHeaven Can Waitò. 

 

Pete Hill 
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Mad City Vettes 

General Membership Meeting 

June 15, 2010 

 

The meeting opened at 7:05 p.m. with President Pete Hill welcoming the members and commenting on the 

large room.   

 

Todayôs question:  When was the last time you were at a drive-in movie and what was the movie? 

 

Responses:  I appreciate all your efforts to come up with a question ï we have something much more im-

portantéwe have a new granddaughter ï did that have anything to do with a drive-in??  Jefferson 10 years 

ago, donôt know which movie.  Before we were married we went to a drive-in movie at the Dells, probably 

30 years ago.  Invited a guest, Eric, he has a Corvette.  I remember back in 1969, we got married, not be-

cause of the movie ï the movie was Woodstock.  Mine was before thatédouble header black and white ï 

were they talkies?  The one I remember, I was at the drive-in with a date, went to start the car and it would-

nôt start (thatôs an old one!) and I had to ask my dad to come and get us.  It was about 1970 in a Scout ï I 

had to hide behind the back seat so we didnôt have to pay.  No idea about the drive-in, but I have a new 

grandson.  I donôt remember the movie but I know who I took.  It was 1972, the Godfather.  No idea.  It 

was the Highway 18 in Jefferson and it was Gone With the Wind ï the first run ï my grandparents took me.  

It was 1970 after we had gotten married, Richville, Minnesota and we were watching the movie ï it was the 

night of the living dead ï I had nightmares after that.  Big Sky ï 1962 ï the year I got married and I didnôt 

care about the movie, but I have a fond memory about the 1950ôs and weôd rip off the speakers and install 

them in our cars.  Just listening, I understand why the drive-in movies have closed.  Probably around 1969 

in Rockford ï ñWhat did you do in the war, Daddy?ò  It was probably around 1969 and we decided we 

were going to see a biker movie ï it was terrible, we left in the middle.  Probably in the 1960ôs, it was the 

Badger on Hwy 51.  We took the kids to the outdoor theatre in Rice Lake to see ET.  Had to be early 70ôs, 

canôt remember the movie.  I canôt remember, I was a small child.  Milwaukee, Hwy 43, Kramer vs. 

Kramer.  I canôt remember but I assume I was with her.  I think the last one I was at was NOT with him.  

His sister and I took the kids to a drive-in in Milwaukee to see ET.  In Detroit we raided a movie theatre (X

-rated) in Durand, Mich.  Whatôs a drive-in movie???  I been to lots of them ï we saw Toolbox Murders.  

Jefferson about 4 years ago but I canôt remember the movie ï maybe Spider Man.  1972, it wasnôt with him 

and I donôt remember the movie.  Last one was about 87 or 88, it was Animal House so we watched it from 

behind the fence from a friendôs backyard and drank beer.  Two years ago at the Dellôs Hwy 16, Pirates of 

the Caribbean.  Same as he said but I had more fun watching the kids in the car next to us.  I canôt remem-

ber but I saved every movie ticket stub that we went to and made a list from the time we started dating until 

we got married and I still have that list so I could look it up when we get home. 

 

 

 

Pete mentioned that the Board discussed a club outing to a drive-in movie and weôll check it out.  Thatôs 

how tonightôs question originated.  Rosie knows the owners of the Dells Drive-in theatre and will check it 

out. 

 

Also, weôre looking for volunteers for ñMeet the Membersò for September on.   

 

The Board discussed the idea of having a picnic for the August meeting.  What does everyone think?  The 

group agreed we should do this ï how about trying Token Creek park again to see if we can get better 

weather than the Roll Out. 

 



7 

Rick Duchrow discussed the October 3 ï Sunday ï McFarland Family Fest Parade.  The past couple of 

years we only had 3 cars show up.  Is there enough interest?   

 

Donôt forget the Wednesday night WaunaCruz at the Waunabowl. 

 

Meet Your Fellow MCV Members:  Featured members in June were Kevin and Rosie Krueger 

It looks like you have lots of traditions related to your Corvettes ï Bloomington Gold and new vehicles, and 

driving Corvettes in the Butterfest parade to name a couple. 

 

Vice Presidentôs report: 

VP, Jack Hart  - as usual, no report. 

Treasurers report: 

Treasurer, Kathy Stark provided the treasurersô report and the can was passed for donations for those who 

forgot their nametags or others who want to generously contribute to juvenile diabetes fund.   

 

Membership report: 

Membership Chair, Sandy Van Kleeck reported that we had no new members this month so our count re-

mains at 132. 

  

Governorôs report: 

Governor, Tony Walla was absent 

 

Corvette Museum News - Frank Weitzel was absent (on a Corvette Museum Cruise!)  

 

Events Coordination: 

Event Coordinator, Beth Hartzheim led the events discussion.   

 

Recent Events: 

¶ June 5 ï Dinner Run to Mineral Point ï Organized by Schultzôs, Lesley Armstrong reported in their ab-

sence.  The place was very nice and the food was good.  It rained but it was a really pretty route.  Before we 

left we stood in the parking lot with the tornado sirens going off.  The rain wasnôt too bad on the way down 

but it was really bad on the way home 

¶ June 5 ï Duane Dickens reported on Gusôs in East Troy ï had a wonderful time.  Had three Corvettes 

that drove over. 

¶ June 8 Ladiesô night was hosted by Beth Hartzheim at Benvenutoôs on Northport.  There were either 8 

or 9 ï canôt remember, no there were 15 or 20é  Everybody had a nice time. 

June 8 Menôs night was hosted by Jack Hart at Famous Daveôs on Park Street ï we had 32 (divided by 3).  

We had ribs and brisket and everybody had a good time, great service. 

 

Upcoming Events: 

June 19 ï Butterfest Parade in Reedsburg, organized by Kruegerôs.  The parade goes on rain or shine.  Rick 

Duchrow will lead a group from Quaker Stake to Baraboo ï will leave from there at 7:15am.  We will meet 

again around 8:00am in front of Menardôs in Baraboo and weôll leave for Reedsburg at 8:30.  Bring a blan-

ket or towel for the girls to sit on ï there are 8 or 9 that will need rides.  Weôll stage in Reedsburg at the 

same place as last year.  The parade begins at 10:30.  You can distribute candy in the parade.  Parade should 

be done by noon.  There will be a cruise after the parade (about 1 hour and 15 minutes, nice roads and 

hills).  Then, weôll be near the Dells and the interstate.  Weôll have lunch in the area after the cruise and 

weôll sit outside if the weather is nice. 
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¶ June 24 ï 27:  Bloomington Gold ï Al Traverse and Steve McGilvrey, are going on Saturday and Dick-

ens are going on Friday. 

¶ June 24 ï is take your Corvette to work day. 

¶ June 26 ï Road Apples car show at Angell Park in Sun Prairie. 

¶ June 27 ï Pie Run ï Organized by Armstrongôs.  This is the best pie, bar none, youôve ever tasted.  This 

pie actuallyéwho likes Key Lime Pie?   This pie won the championship in Florida.  And they have many 

other kinds of pies ï like your grandmother made.  Weôll meet at the Dutch Mill Park and Ride and leave at 

11:30 - itôs an hour and a half run. 

¶ July 11 ï Dinner Run ï Organized by Weitzelôs.  Will start on west side of Oregon from Peopleôs 

United Methodist Church.  An hour scenic drive to a secret location.  There will be a specific menu se-

lected.  $21 per person all inclusive.  Dinner will be early. 

¶ July Menôs Night ï Todd McIlwee will host. 

¶ July Ladies Night ï Carol Smout will host.  (Carol has a new car!) 

¶ July 12 to 19 - Black Hills Classic ï contact Ron Frank for info. 

¶ July 24 ï Ballweg Chevrolet event in Middleton.  Theyôll be sending flyers and advertising.  Cookout ï 

free of charge with a İ hour organized run which ends back at Ballwegôs.  Theyôre also giving attendees 

tickets to the Mallardôs game that night. 

¶ July 31 ï Dinner run ï organized by Baileyôs.  Will leave the rest area on I-90/94 about 2:15.  Weôll go 

for an early dinner at Cimaroliôs ï theyôre opening a half hour early at 3:30 for us.  After dinner there will 

be a scenic run along the River, ending up at Baileyôs and weôll have dessert there. 

April 22, 23 & 24, 2011 ï Frank & Chris Weitzel are planning a trip to the Museum in Bowling Green.  

Theyôll arrange a factory tour, a drive led by museum staff and a banquet dinner. 

 

Donôt forget about last minute, impromptu events.  Just send an email and whoever can go, goes. 

 

 

Past Events: 

 

¶ May 8 ï Roll Out/Freeze Out Party.  Token Creek Park ï Shelter #5.  Had 70 signed up in advance, it 

went down to 60 the night before and we had about 40 show up.  It was just plain COLD!  To all that 

showed up ï thank you for braving the elements.  We huddled in the shelter and made the best of it.  The 

location was great ï weôll probably use it again.  The drive was great too with our heaters on.  We went to 

Culverôs in Sauk City at the end of the run ï some had ice cream but many had coffee and hot chocolate. 

¶ May 11 Ladiesô Night was hosted by Judy Franken at Nau-Ti-Gal Restaurant on Westport Road.  ñI 

would like to say that we had 26 attend and it was a beautiful night so we sat outside, but neither is true.  

Actually, we had 16 ladies there plus 3 female servers and a female bar tender so we had 20.ò 

¶ May 11 Menôs Night was hosted by Vern Buskager at Babeôs Sports Grill on Lien Road.  Though we 

had 18 signed up, 16 guys showed up so we tied the ladies.  ñNext time Iôll hide Phyllisô keys so she canôt 

come to ladies night so we can beat the ladies in attendance.ò 

¶ May 14 Fish Fry Dinner Run ïBuskagerôs organized a backroads run to The Del Bar in Lake Delton.  

We had 18 cars on the run plus one couple that met us at the restaurant.  37 people attended in all.  It was an 

enjoyable run, nice restaurant, good food and a great time was had by all. 

May 15 Route 66 Run ï Continuation of Route 66 Tour ïDuane and Barb Dickens hosted their third annual 

Route 66 run through Illinois.  4 cars drove down on Friday and 3 more on Saturday.  Fridayôs weather was 

nice but we had intermittent rain on Saturday.  The first year we saw lots of  old gas stations, last year it 

was old restaurants, this year we drove on old segments of the original Route 66, some of it was restored 

brick road and some was  
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very old, narrow road with no shoulder.  When the concrete was poured back in the 1920ôs some turkeys 

ran across the wet cement and left tracks ï that was what the photos of the turkey tracks were about.  We 

went all the way to the Chain of Rocks bridge in St. Louis ï a dogleg bridge across the Mississippi River.  

It is now a walking and biking bridge.  We had good dinners on Friday and Saturday nights and a good 

time.  Thatôs the end of the route unless someone wants to go all the way to California. 

 

April Ladiesô night ï Debby Howard.  We had 11 ladies, went to Olive Garden.  Good food and conversa-

tion. 

 

April Menôs night ï Bill Schultz.  Went to Sprechers, 12 guys attended.  It was excellent. 

 

March 14 - Brunch at Johnnyôs Steakhouse:  Bill and Diana Schultz hosted the event that was attended by 

24 people.  Food was excellent & prices were reasonable.  The Bloody Mary Bar was great!  They also of-

fered to do a barbeque in the back for us this summer. 

 

March 9 - Ladies Night Out:  Jane Bailey hosted Ladiesô Night Out at Kickshaw - 8 ladies attended and all 

had a great time.  The food was pricey but iffy ï theyôll probably go out of business. 

 

March 9 - Menôs Night Out:  Don Bailey hosted Menôs Night Out at Claddagh Irish Pub ï 9 men attended.  

They got their own private room with a round table like the Knights of the Roundtable.  There was a ñthing 

in the center of the table that spun aroundò ï itôs called a lazy Susan, Don.   

 

February 20 ï Annual Chili Bowl ï Todd McIlwee reported on the Chili Bowl in the March newsletter and 

tonight awarded the traveling bowling trophyôs: 

Tony Walla received the menôs trophy for a 584 series.  Tony had a very lucky day ï he also won the 

Judges Choice in the chili contest and the jewelry raffle prize from Chalmerôs Jewelers. 

Barb Dickens received the womenôs trophy for a 446 series. 

Mary McIlwee won the Members Choice for her Peanut Butter Pie dessert. 

 

February 13, 2010 - David and Leslie Armstrong hosted 40 people for a Valentineôs dinner at Benvenutoôs 

Italian Grill in Fitchburg.  The weather, food and service were good and all had a good time. 

 

January 16, 2010 ï Ladies Breakfast organized by Diana Schultz.  Kathy Stark reported in Dianaôs absence.  

10 ladies gathered at the Dayton Street Grill in the Concourse Hotel.  Great conversation and great break-

fast. 

 

MCV Holiday Party, December 8, 2009, Sheraton Hotel with White Elephant Gift Exchange. 

 

Remember, if you have an idea for an event - Please contact Beth Hartzheim or any other board 

member! 

 

****************************************************************************** 

 

Tonightôs Presentation ï  

No presentation tonight. 

 

****************************************************************************** 

 

MCV Presentations !!   ð   Past , Present & Future --------------------------------------- 
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May 18, 2010:  Sue Kiry from Cruisinô USA gave a short presentation on Corvette Adventures in Wisconsin 

Dells, June 10-13, 2010.  For more information, check this website:  

www.corvetteadventures.com 

 

-- 

** March 18, 2008 MCV Meeting: Frank Weitzel presented a video of the Corvette Museum Expansion.  

Thank you Frank!! 

-- 

** April 15, 2008 MCV Meeting: Jeff Zarth presented the Restoration Story of his 1966 Laguna Blue 

Corvette.  Quite the Story, thank you Jeff! 

-- 

** May 20, 2008 MCV Meeting - Frank Weitzel presented a video on the 2009 Corvette Caravan.  The 

video showed previous caravansé..Iôve never seen so many corvettes on the road at one time.  Corvette 

owners throughout the country will again be traveling by many routes to Bowling Green on Labor Day 

weekend September 3-5, 2009.  Thanks Frank!  

-- 

** June 17, 2008 -  Postponed - Jack Herbst will hold a presentation on the Muscle Car Board Game. 

-- 

** July 15, 2008 ï Cruizin USA.com ï A new website for Clubs and Groups to post and retrieve driving 

routes throughout the USA ï presented by Sue & Victoria. 
-- 

** August 2008 MCV Meeting: David & Lesley Armstrong lead the Corvettes in a Corvette Cruise 

around the Capitol square to the Brocach Irish Pub! 

-- 

** September 2008 ï General Member Discussion 

-- 

** October 2008 ï Brian Newlun-  

 

****************************************************************************** 

**November 2008 ï General Member Discussion 

 

**Paul Dowding has offered to present a slide show on the Steps to a Complete Restoration on a Road 

Runner for an upcoming presentation. 

-- 

** Any member willing to share a presentation at an MCV Membership Meeting ï please feel free to speak to 

our MCV Board so we can get you on the schedule!! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Door Prizes:   

¶ C6 ï remote control switch that opens up the performance exhaust ï (made & donated by MCV member 

Steve Mael) no takers at this meeting ï will hold till next month. 

¶ C6 Replica ï Yellow ï Janet Greig 

Corvette Cap ï Stacy Mael 

 

President, Pete Hill adjourned the MCV membership meeting at 8:01 p.m.   

 

Meeting minutes recorded by Club Secretary, Phyllis Buskager.  This is my last meeting for the next several 

months.  Thanks to Stacy Mael for taking over as Secretary! 

http://www.corvetteadventures.com/

